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"the famous river called Caroli" (the Karoni). Long
before they got there they heard the roar of the river fall-
ing over its great cataract before it joined the Orinoko.
It was said to have been on this river that the chief
Morequito (who had recently been killed by Berreo the
Spaniard) had slain ten Spaniards descending from the
mysterious region of Manoa, the country of El Dorado,
bearing with them the value of 40,000 dollars of gold.
Raleigh sent some of his native friends and interpreters
to warn the chiefs of this region that he was coming, and
coming as a friend. All this while, not only the Orinoko
and Karoni, but all the other rivers of this region, were
rising 4 and 5 feet in height, owing to the tremendous
rains falling in the distant mountains. As it had become
almost impossible to row against these streams, Raleigh
divided his expedition into several parties, and, himself
taking command of one, went overland to explore the
Karoni, and, above all, to see those cataracts which made
the noise that was audible for miles around.

He himself found the Karoni dividing into three parts
and descending the rocks in mighty cascades, ten or twelve
other falls in sight, every one as high over the other as a
church tower. The river fell with such fury that the rebound
of waters made it seem a continued descent of rain, and in
other places raised great smokes of mist. Raleigh was a
bad walker, according to his own account, but was con-
strained by the others to go on and on, over hills and
valleys, till they came close up to the cataracts. He never
saw a -more beautiful country, with its abrupt hills and its
fertile smiling valleys of fair green grass, the path being
of hard sand and easy to march on either for horse or foot,
the deer crossing it ever and again with little fear of man,
the birds towards the evening singing on every tree in a